
 

Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF (1930 –1991) 





Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF (1930 –1991) 

Rare Apollo-era NASA mustard yellow test pilot flight suit, ca. late 1960s 

Manufactured by Kings Point Manufacturing Co. of Fayetteville, NC. 

This item comes with the following: 

Signed certificate of authenticity from Mary Irwin 

Signed certificate of authenticity from Legends in Time Memorabilia Inc., Langley, BC 

An Apollo XV crew patch on the left side and a leather name patch reading “J.B. Irwin” affixed with Velcro over 

the left breast. 

On the left side under the leather name patch is a rare staff patch from Jim Irwin's foundation the High Flight 

Foundation. 

Mary Irwin also mentioned that the stain below the High Flight Foundation patch occurred when Jim wore the 

suit to paint the house after he have left NASA. 

 

The Kings Point manufacturer’s tag is sewn into the collar area, with a small identification tag below, “James B. 

Irwin” with an additional High Flight Staff patch affixed below. 

Provenance: 

Ex: Collection of Mrs Mary Irwin, wife of Colonel James Irwin. 

See letter of authenticity   

Ex: Collection of Paul Brown, Langley, BC 

acquired February 27, 1994 from Odyssey Auctions in Corona, California. 

Sold by Legends in Time Memorabilia Inc., Langley, BC circa 2003 to Bruce Keller, Langley, BC 

A standard issue NASA-era Mustard Yellow Test Pilot Flight Suit from the late 1960s era, owned and worn by 

the Apollo 15 Astronaut, Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF. His ID label is at the neck beneath the Kings Point 

Mfg. Co. tag. An embroidered 2.75" diameter NASA "Apollo 15" patch is sewn on the right breast, his leather 

name patch is attached by a Velcro strip is sewn on the left breast and below a latter addition is affixed a Staff 

patch from James Irwin's High Flight Foundation which he founded in July 1972. A rare NASA item personally 

used by an Apollo moonwalker. 

























 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: lotzmann [mailto:lotzmann@med.uni-marburg.de]  

Sent: July 20, 2021 3:27 AM 

To: Paul Crawford 

Subject: Re: Apollo XV Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF (1930 -1991) 

 

 

Hi Paul, 

 

absolutely no reason to thank me. Take it as a service of the ALSJ team. 

 

Let me know when you will be in Germany. Would love to meet you. 

 

Best 

 

Ulli 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: lotzmann [mailto:lotzmann@med.uni-marburg.de]  

Sent: July 20, 2021 1:00 AM 

To: Paul Crawford 

Cc: Eric Jones; ken glover; ulli lotzmann 

Subject: Re: Apollo XV Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF (1930 -1991) 

 

Hi Paul, 

 

this suit was sold by Mary Irwin in the Feb 1994 Odyssey auction. 

I have found a note in my little archive that Mary told the buyer that Jim wore it for  

painting the house after he have left NASA. 

 

Best 

 

Ulli 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: lotzmann [mailto:lotzmann@med.uni-marburg.de]  

Sent: July 19, 2021 10:15 PM 

To: Paul Crawford 

Cc: 'Eric Jones'; 'ken glover'; 'ulli lotzmann' 

Subject: Re: Apollo XV Col. James Benson Irwin, USAF (1930 -1991) 

 

Hi Paul, 

 

is Irwin's suit stained with some paint? 

 

Best 

 

Ulli 






















